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PEGGY IN VENICE. PHOTOGRAPHED BY NINO MIGLIORI

In 1958, Peggy Guggenheim was photographed by celebrated Italian photographer Nino Migliori
(b. 1929) in her Venetian home, Palazzo Venier dei Leoni, now the Peggy Guggenheim Collection,
which celebrates its thirtieth anniversary this year. Led by his considerable intellectual curiosity,
Nino Migliori spent much time in Venice in th elate 1950s. He frequented artists such as Emilio
Vedova, Tancredi Parmeggiani, Giuseppe Santomaso, Virgilio Guidi and occasionally even Peggy
Guggenheim, who was a focal point for Italian Abstract painters in post-war years, particularly

Vedova and Tancredi.

Migliori is among the few photographers who, with his off camera experiments of the late 1940s,
could be fully defined as “abstract expressionist”. Using the potential specific to the materials of the
photographic medium, his work achieved a pure abstraction in line with the modernist sensibilities
represented in the Peggy Guggenheim Collection’s post war art. When Migliori met Peggy
Guggenheim in 1958, however, he used the camera as a traditional means of portraiture. “The
house was different from anything | had ever experienced,” recalls Migliori. “[...] It was the perfect
expression of Peggy’s own determined and volatile personality, enigmatic but predictable. The
works of art were not hung for decoration; they were an integral part of a suggestive and emotive
ambience.” His refined black and white photographs capture the American collector in her beloved
Venetian mansion, between its intimate walls with her personal belongings in the background —
fragments of a life and witnesses to her farsightedness in avant-garde art and culture. She appears
in these images with her astonishing “business cards” around her: from Alexander Calder’s
headboard, to Jackson Pollock’s first drip paintings—only recently seen in Italy for the first time —
and works by Braque and Brancusi.

Peggy in Venice offers a little known side of Nino Migliori's work: a selection of large-format
photographs never before shown in public, generously donated by Giovanni and Anna Rosa
Cotroneo. For the occasion, Roberto Maggiori has edited a short catalogue, published by Editrice
Quinlan, Bologna.

SCHEDA TECNICA

Event Peggy in Venice. Photographed by Nino Migliori
Venue Peggy Guggenheim Collection

Dorsoduro, 704 - 30123 Venice

Museum Cafe terrace

Dates April 7- July 26, 2010

Opening (by invitation only) Friday, April 9, 2010 - 6.30 pm

Opening hours 10 am - 6 pm. Closed on Tuesdays

Website www.guggenheim-venice.it; www.peggyg.mobi

Contacts info@guggenheim-venice.it
+39.041.2405.440/419

Catalogue Edited by Roberto Maggiori

In Italian and English, with an essay by Roberto

Maggiori and texts by Nino Migliori and Philip Rylands
Publisher Editrice Quinlan
www.aroundphotography.it

THE SOLOMON R GUGGENHEIM FOUNDATION



COLLECTION
Palazzo Venier dei Leoni
701 Dorsoduro
30123 Veneria, [taly
Telephone 0412405 411
Telefax 041 5206885

Communication and marketing press@guggenheim-venice.it / 041.2405.404/415

The programs of the Peggy Guggenheim Collection are supported by members of the Advisory Board and by:

Intrapresse | 4pec

Collezione | Arines
G h . gor&ere <|iﬁ3||a Sera
e Majo llluminazione
uggen Sl Distilleria Nardini
Gruppo La-Vis
Gruppo Pirelli
Hangar Design Group
Hausbrandt
Istituto Europeo di Design
Mapei
MST-Gruppo Maccaferri

oy Oracle
Institutional Patrons: Rubelli

BSI, Swiss Bankers since 1873 Swatch
Regione del Veneto Trend

e-mail: info@guggenheim-venice.it; sito web http://www.guggenheim-venice.it
Opening times: 10am-6pm daily; closed Tuesdays and December 25
Admission: 12 euro; Seniors over 65, 10 euro; Students 7 euro; 0-10 years, free.
For further information: tel. +39 041. 2405404/415; press@guggenheim-venice.it
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